A tribute to PNER horse breeders and the late great
Gulastras Splash
By Laura Applegate

Which horses have contributed to endurance riding within the Pacific Northwest Endurance Rides Inc.
(PNER), not just individually, but through their bloodlines? Who are the breeders who have selected,
campaigned, and marketed these horses? When | polled the PNER riders aboutwhat breeders and
bloodlines have contributed to endurance riding in the Pacific Northwest over the years, several names
were mentioned repeatedly: Heidi Smith DVM, Sharon and Gordon Westergard, Annerose Carlile,
Marjorie and Dee Van Gilder, Ron Sproat and Carol Giles, and  Robbi Pruitt. | had the pleasure of
interviewing three prominent and respected breeders in our region  fi Dee Van Gilder, Robbi Pruitt, and
Carol Giles ii about their breeding programs and the influence of their horses on endurance riding in the
Northwest. PNER members also made clear that one stallion has also been influential in endurance
riding. Robbi Pruittdés stallion Gulastras Splash
his foals and their riders.

My first interview was with Dee Van Gilder. An
abbreviated list of endurance horses related to
Van Gilderods breeding p
horses campaigned by some of our most active
riders with a combined sum of 32,920

competitive miles! In an excellent article on the :
history of the Van Gil d|j
Woodbridge Mulder (2003) outlined the history '
of the Van Gilderds hor
age 29, Marjorie was recovering from a car
accident and her family had a good wheat crop.
Due to this combination of events, her family let
her purchase her first purebred arab mare.

Around 1952, Marjorie purchased three more
horses including the 20 year old stallion Ferras.
As her own family expanded, Marjorie also
continued to expand her breeding program. Her Marjorie Van Gilder and her first stallion, Ferras.
horses were influential in both endurance riding
and racing. By 2003, after 19 years of Arabian
horse racing, Van Gilder horses have won
$322,139 (Mulder). Toda
Dee has taken the reins of the Van Gilder
program. Mul der wrot e,
young horses to ride. Dee is exceptional at this
task, using her own natural talent together with

the tried -and-true traditional methods. Dee's
horses are trained very much like the horses |
grew up riding on the old (1925 -1960) Kellogg
Ranch - and it is difficult today to find this sort of
superior training.6

The Van Gilders have not specifically
campaigned their horses for endurance but Dee
enjoys being involved in the sport. She

The late great Gulastras Splash (5020 miles). Photo by
Anne Blount.
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explained, oMy mom didn''t -
started selling to endurance riders in the 70's. | have
been on rides but only 25 and 50s. | do enjoy it very p— S =
much but with so many horses to care for, it makes it i ! ——

very difficult to get to rides on a regular basis.  [I] have !

been involved since 1990 in one aspect or another,
riding, volunteering or <cr

Robbi Pruitt is a long -time endurance rider with

13,495 AERC miles. She rode and bred the stallion

Gulastras Splash who was born in 1988 and has an y

incredible record of 5020 miles and no veterinary '

pulls! Robbi said proudly, | s 5
mil e blanket before his re : 89
foals are endurance horses and the abbreviated list of
17 of these progeny ridden by PNER and AERC
members have gone a combined 25,865 competitive
miles, also with no veterinary pulls amongst those

listed. Gulastras Splash passed away this year, but Gulastras Splash in the 2009 AK  -CMK

has left his bloodlines throughout the endurance Symposium. Photo by Nicole Kinsey.

world. Robbi Pruitt has taken a break from endurance

riding to raise her family and is also r Robdmaygotlehr e e
part of PNER any more but her wonderful stallion Gulastras Splash is the sire of many a great horse out

there today. Robbi |l ost Splash this year which was a

memory by competing on his well -known offspring.

Ron Sproat and Carol Giles have also greatly influenced the PNER through their SAR horses. Carol

wr ot e, 0SAR stands for Sabig ASabigni Radchpiwhioh ©bs
SARhorsesandr i ders have racked up 17,245 competitive mil e
program is also an interesting story. Carol wrote:

Ron got involved in ride -n-tie in the early 1980s. Not long after he also began competing in
endurance and bought five endurance horses. Due to
the nature of his work he
them. | had just moved to central Oregon so Ron hired
me to train his horses (we
then. ]| di dndét know anything
quickly learned and was hooked from the

beginning. After | left central Oregon to go back to
school, Ron transitioned away from endurance to flat
track racing. It was during this time that he started
breeding . . . He bred several very successful flat track
racing horses including one that was ultimately
purchased by Sheikh Mohammed of the United Arab
Emirates. That horse was the full brother of one of
Ronds and Carol 6s most suc
SAR Tiki Stranger. The daughter of the mare that

foaled these two outstanding horses is one of the
foundati on mares of Ronds
program and is still producing outstanding endurance
horses.

SAR Tiki Galaxy (2090 miles) from Ron
Sproat and Carol Giles.

In 2007 Ron and Carol took four of their home bred horses to



the North American Team Challenge in Montana (Z -
Tec). In that race, teams of four horses competed in a
100-mile course. Placings were determined by adding
finishing times of the top three team horses together
and the fasted cumulative timewon. Team O0SA
won the silver medal in the FEI division!

All three of these programs have been so influential,
it is important to consider what physical and mental
aspects our breeders look for in building their
programs, and what bloodlines have contributed to
these aspect.

First, what physical characteristics do our local
breeders selected for in their horses? In the Van
Gilder program, Marjorie and Dee Van Gilder both
select for balance, good hip, good legs and feet, and
smooth coupling. Carol added similar standards, in
regards to her and Ronds
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While we try to start with a stallion and mare
that have good breeding, we are more
interested in what the finished products look
like. We look for a breeding pair that throws
foals with good strong, large feet. We want
good bone in the legs and conformationally
straight legs. We like a large heart girth, and a
back and neck that are neither too long nor too

short. We like a shoulder that will allow for a
large swinging gait and a hip/croup that will
allow the horse to reach well underneath him/
herself.

Robbi highlighted the importance of balance in the
conformation of her horses. She prefers horses at or
below 14.3 hands tall because she finds them more
efficient, better weight carriers, and more sound. Good
bone, legs, and feet are also essential because, she
observed, those characteristics are highly inheritable.
Robbi not ed easytd dre@dsa pretey &drske gr
a horse with a pretty head, but you take away bone
and it takes generation t
pointed out that she selects horses that are

O

metabolically sound: horses that arrive at camp and

CR Mackieds Finn (1460 mil e
Lawrence bred by Robbi Pruitt and by Van
Gilderodos stalli ®eesMlacki es |
0Through the year s, Pruitt,
Westergards have shared our
produce fine horses like Finn.

bring it back. 6 She alfso

start eating, eat an drinks well on the tralil,
consistently have good recoveries, and have a level

head out on the trail c‘)Th
that in common, 6 she said.
not s tAllthreedreaders selected for attributes

which have made their horses popular with endurance
riders and enabled the horses to prove themselves on
the trail.

Secondly, what temperament do these quality

Gulastras Streak (650 miles) currently owned by
Cha s and Brlanna Conrow. DeWayne Brown
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class Iron Man triathlete and after his accident
on a bike he retired. With 9 screws and a metal
plate holding his hips together he found a new
outl et in his horse,
10 at Tevis as a 7 yr old.

“die
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